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Everywhere for nearly 2,000 miles the Yangtze flows through a region
full of industrious people. Hence its hinterland would be one of the
best if only the people were not so poor. It contains more people than
the entire western hemisphere. If ever these should become as productive
and prosperous as those in the Rhine and St. Lawrence hinterlands, ships
might pass as frequently as at the Straits of Dover. The direction of the
Yangtze is ideal, for the river runs through the heart of the most fertile
part of China directly toward the part of the coast where the greatest
cities are located and where trade is most active. The importance of the
stream is increased by large navigable tributaries, the chief of which join
the main stream near Hankow, and by the Grand Canal, \vhich connects
the mouth of the river with Tientsin and the great cities of the Hwang
Valley. Contrast this with the slight navigation of the Indus because of
its shallow channel and swift course, and because it flows out of huge
mountains into a desert.

(4) An Appraisal of the Mississippi Waterway. In proportion to its
size and length the Mississippi River is used far less than the St. Lawrence,
Rhine, and Yangtze. In fact, the tonnage carried by the Mississippi is
less than that of far smaller rivers such as the Elbe. This is surprising
in view of the many advantages of the river. The channel has a depth of
9 feet to St. Louis, 1,270 miles from the mouth, whereas the Rhine has
an equal depth only a quarter as far, to Mainz. The length of the
Mississippi is a wonderful advantage; with the Missouri, it is the longest
river in the world. The current, though rapid in places, is also compara-
tively favorable, for below St. Louis the river falls only 4 inches a mile
and the heavier traffic is downstream. Finally, the hinterland includes
the most fertile parts of the United States.

Against these advantages stand several disadvantages. Two of these
are a very winding lower course and seasonal floods, both of which are
being overcome, although at great expense. A major disadvantage, how-
ever, still remains in the insurmountable drawback that the river lies at
right angles to the main lines of traffic and does not flow toward the east-
ern manufacturing districts and Europe, which are the great markets for
the food and raw materials of its rich hinterland. If it flowed from St.
Louis to Baltimore or Philadelphia, it could carry the food and raw ma-
terials of its rich hinterland toward the great markets of the eastern manu-
facturing district and Europe. Thus it might carry far more freight than
any other inland waterway. As the trade of the United States with South
America and the Orient by way of the Panama Canal increases, the value
of the great river as an artery of traffic will also increase, but it does not
yet show much evidence of rivaling the Rhine, St. Lawrence, or Yangtze.